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Annual Report 2018 
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Vision, Mission, Values 
Vision:  
A society where people on the autism spectrum and their 
families lead full, rich and rewarding lives. 
 
Mission:  
The Autism Community Network advances the health and 
social wellbeing of people with autism, their families and 
communities by providing: 
- Information, support and coordination services for individu
 als with autism, their parents and carers 
- Social skills building programs for children and adults with 
 autism 
- Community development programs for disability services 
 and mainstream providers. 
 
Values:  
Community - further develop a sense of community be-
tween families and the broader community. 
Respect - treat everyone with dignity and care. 
Integrity - be transparent in all our actions and maintain 
trust and faith in what we do. 
Empowerment - support each other to make well informed 
choices which improve our quality of life. 
Excellence - strive to maintain the highest level of effort and 
commitment in all that we do. 

Terry Lynch 
PRESIDENT  

Jane Tzakos 
VICE PRESIDENT  

Sharon Fraser 
TREASURER  

Peta Jones 
DIRECTOR  

Warren Thompson 
DIRECTOR  

Richard Goodfellow 
SECRETARY 

What we do 
Provide support groups for parents and carers 

Provide social groups for people with ASDs and their fami-
lies 

Connect peers through social media and forums 

Maintain a website full of useful information 

Maintain a directory of services recommended by mem-
bers, not paid advertising 

Promote community awareness  

Support the work of individuals and groups providing mu-
tual support to others 

Our services don’t include crisis intervention, accommoda-
tion, advocacy, professional medical advice or financial 
support 

Steve Drakoulis 
GENERAL MANAGER 

MANAGEMENT 

Ula Llewellyn 
OPERATIONS OFFICER 

Directors Skills 

Terry Lynch Expertise in governance within the not-
for-profit sector 

Peta Jones Bachelor of Primary Teaching,  Help 
Desk IT, Medical Secretary, Database 
developer, small business owner 

Sharon Fraser Accounting and finance 

Richard Goodfellow Sales, TAFE teaching 

Jane Tzakos Teaching, Inclusive education in autism 

 

Warren Thompson Community welfare support, manage-
ment 
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President’s Report 

Our board this year set out with a strategy of consolidation and expansion 

and a lot has been achieved in both areas.  We have long recognized that 

Steve had reached a limit; there was no more time in the day for him to give 

and that is a risk to the Network. 

So we sought to relieve him of a lot of administrative tasks by appointing a 

clerical support person to work with our office volunteers. In addition we 

were conscious that support for a membership database was becoming ten-

uous since we lost Timothy Walters.  We began looking for a suitable pack-

age to support our growing business needs.  Phil Jones generously stepped 

in to work with the board to select a suitable Membership Resource Man-

agement System.  Thanks to Phil’s work a suitable package has been found and will soon be subject to 

final evaluation. 

With the expanding network and growing sources of income it became necessary to offset the bookkeep-

ing from our hard pressed Treasurer. To this end long time volunteer Liz Roberts joined us to take care of 

the accounts transactions. 

In the middle of this year Steve was recognized for his work with the ACN by Westfield and received their 

Local Hero Award and more recently the ACN was recognized by CESPHN; Central, Eastern and Central 

Sydney Public Health Network [formally the Divisions of GPS] with a Wellness Award.  During the year 

Steve also received a Community Service Award for Services to the Disabled. 

In July the Federal Minister for Social Services Dan Tehan recognized the importance of the ACN with a 

grant of $463,000.  This grant is over a three-year period to help ACN develop into a viable organisation 

and recognises the valuable contribution to the wellbeing of community members living with Autism.   

Additionally the State Minister for Disabilities Ray Williams granted $10,000 towards travel costs for the 

ACN. 

We must thank our local Members for strongly advocating to the Ministers on our behalf.  Thank you Da-

vid Coleman and Mark Coure you have provided the funding to launch ACN to a whole new level. 

To utilize this funding the Board has approved a wage increase for Steve [being paid for 20 hours a week 

as a base salary for 5 years] as well as to appoint our first Fund Raising/Development Manager.  

We can look forward to an exciting new year of expansion, growing community awareness of the Network 

and corporate philanthropy. 

I would like to thank the Board: Peta Jones [Vice President], Sharon Fraser [Treasurer] Jane Tzakos, 

Warren Thompson, Dick Goodfellow and more recently incoming Director Linda Prince and our amazing 

volunteers running the support groups and working in the background.   

I would also like to acknowledge the support from Lions and community clubs and RSLs for their ongoing 

support. In particular Club Rivers for their years of positive support both materially and socially. 

 

Terry Lynch 

President  
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General Manager’s Report 

So much has happened in the last twelve months, as the ACN con-
tinues to grow. 

There was a time when I feared how we would manage to continue 
meeting the demand for more support across so many areas. With 
our small team and limited resources, it has always been a hard 
grind. 

But ACN has some amazing supporters, incredible people who con-
tinue to advocate for the importance of our support network.  

From parents and carers, to local clubs, to Members of Parliament. 

At the time of writing this, the ACN has 48 volunteers working 
throughout the Sydney metropolitan region and beyond. Some of 
these wonderful people have been doing this for a few years now 
and the number of awards ACN and its team have received is a re-
flection of their efforts. I can’t thank them all enough.  

A number of clubs, such as Club Rivers in Riverwood, and Ramsgate RSL, constantly amaze us with how 
much they are willing to do to help us achieve our community goals.  

And then there’s the Lions! Lions clubs from every direction on the compass are always there, from fund-
ing and fundraising to resources and time. We are blessed to have such a strong relationship with this 
incredible organisation. 

Right from the early days, we have also had our two local Members, Federally David Coleman and State 
Mark Coure in our corner. I refer to them as our Champions. Time and time again Mark has helped us 
gain funding and access to the Minister, and is always telling the community about us.  

Perhaps the most pivotal step for the ACN in our eight year existence came this year when David Cole-
man. Member for Banks, convinced the Minister for Social Services that the ACN needed to be supported 
to grow and become self sufficient long term. As a result, we have been granted $465,000 across the next 
three years to realise that goal. 

We have increased our support to now 17 Local Government Areas across metropolitan Sydney as well 
as Camden, Wollongong and Lake MacQuarie. There are 34 regular activities running each month across 
these regions, providing everything from Carer support groups, kids social skill clubs, and family social 
opportunities. 

I say each year, that my primary aim remains to make this organisation financially strong long term, and 
develop a structure which is not reliant on the presence of its founder to continue. It is a slow process, but 
I look forward to the day that I can say “Mission Accomplished” and take a long holiday.  

The journey on this path has advanced. With our Operations Manager, Ula Llewellyn running an office of 
excellent volunteers the day to day side of the operation is in good hands. And now, thanks to the Federal 
Government’s financial support, we have employed a community development role through our Events 
Coordinator, Amie Bateup. This is going a log way to freeing me up from a few hats to focus on other as-
pects of ACN’s needs 

Despite the regular challenges, I have been frequently left in awe at the results we have achieved, largely 
due to the incredible people who’ve given their energy to bring about support in their local community.  

I also want to thank the ACN Board; having a cohesive, dedicated group of people helping ensure that we 
are the best we can be makes my job so much easier. 

I have been fortunate this year to have been a recipient of a few awards, including the Local Hero award 
for Hurstville Westfield. Being recognised by a voting publc in my own local community, has been an in-
credible honour. Of course, this also came with $10,000 for the ACN, and a lot of great exposure for our 
organisation.  

It remains my great honour to be part of this organisation and continue to contribute to helping families 
just like my own. 

Steve Drakoulis 

General Manager 
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Since our inception in 2011, the ACN has relied on regular fundraising activities and donations to continue 
to operate. 

Because we do not charge to help anybody impacted by autism, we have been limited in our means to 
generate income.  

Politicians who’ve admired what we have been achieving had long anticipated that ACN would be in a 
strong position once the NDIS was established. But we gave this serious consideration and concluded that 
the ACN is not a good fit for the NDIS.  

The NDIS covers a relatively small percentage of individuals on the autism spectrum. It does not cater to 
high functioning cases, nor to the desperate needs of carers to connect; and we were not about to charge 
those with NDIS funds and either not charge the rest or worse yet go against our core value and charge 
them for support. 

Thankfully, seeing how fast our support network has continued to grow, then Social Services Minister Mr 
Dan Tehan agreed with this view and accepted the advice of long time ACN advocate David Coleman, 
Member for Banks. 

This resulted in the most pivotal stage of our existence in September, when The Minister announced that 
$465,000 would be granted to ACN across the next three years. This will be $173k in year one, $142k in 
year 2, and $149k in year 3. 

The core function of these funds will be to allow us to restructure to employee key personnel with the abil-
ity to drive funding, sponsorships and regular income to make us self sustaining into the future. 

 .  

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

Federal Minister for Social Services Dan Tehan, ACN Founder Steve Drakoulis, David 

Coleman Member for Banks, and ACN President Terry Lynch 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 

We recognize that change comes with new knowledge. It has 
therefore been our policy to always support where possible credi-
ble research on issues related to autism. We are regularly contact-
ed by individuals from universities and other institutes to help pro-
mote research projects. A page has been created on our website 
and members informed whenever new projects are posed there.  
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SPECIAL EVENTS FOR FAMILIES 

As a charity, we receive regular opportunities to help families access 
special events in the community. For many, it is their only way to afford 
to do something amazing for their children, in environments that are 
supportive to their needs. 

Some of the events families have enjoyed through us in the past year 
include: 

Royal Easter Show: 200 tickets were kindly provided for us to send 52 
families to the 2018 Royal Easter Show. 

Dream Night at the Zoo: 80 families attended this spectacular annual 
event at Taronga Zoo. This is by far the most popular event of each 
year. 

ACN was able to once again send tickets for 7 families to 
attend the Lord Mayor’s New Year’s Eve picnic.  

Many families received tickets to Kidsflix Movie Mania Cin-
ema Days thanks to Careflight.  

We provided tickets to the Special Children’s Christmas 
party in Rosehill, another of the special events made possi-
ble by great organisations supporting us.in our community  

Rotary Jumbo Flight: 15 kids were able to experience the 
special Jumbo flight thanks to Rotary and Qantas. 

Together Program Events: With grants by Carers NSW, 
each of our support groups was able to put on a lunch, din-
ner, or similar event where Carers could enjoy time together for mutual sup-
port. 

Carers Week Events: In addition, thanks to funding from Carers NSW we 
have provided lunches, dinners and other special Craers events all around 
Sydney. 

NRL: Thanks to Canterbury Leagues club, local families enjoyed a day out in 
Homebush watching the Bulldogs take on the Broncos. . 

Circus: Ro-
tary club 
made it possible for dozens of families to 
attend a circus in the Sutherland Shire 

Wet n Wild: We sent 10 families from 
the western suburbs to experience a free 
fun day at the venue thanks to the gener-
osity of the venue.  

Careflight’s Christmas magic 
Mania: tickets provided for 
120 families. 
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RAISING AWARENESS 

STALLS, PRESENTATIONS & MEDIA 

ACN regularly accepts requests to speak about the work 
that we do and about raising awareness of autism issues 
and carer needs. It is usually Steve Drakoulis who con-
ducts these talks, which are becoming more frequent. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 Presented at the Lions club of Ku-ring-gai 

 Spoke at AHEPA Greek community organisation in 
Rockdale 

 In March, presented at launch of Castle Hill support 
group 

 Presented at Richmond Support Group 

 In October spoke at relaunch of Ryde support group 

 Steve spoke at a Lions Clubs Conference in Dharruk 
before many local Lions clubs leaders. 

 Presented at Cyberbullying Talk at Hurstville Rotary 
Club 

 Presented at Lions Club of Blacktown Ponds 

 

STALLS 

 Lugarno Spring Festival 

 Carers Week Day Out in Redfern  

 

NEWSPAPERS 

During 2018, the ACN has featured in the following local 
newspapers: 

 Auburn Review article on ACN’s Iftar Dinner  

 St. George Leader printed article on Local Hero 
awards ACN Founder Steve Drakoulis. 

 Featured in St.George Leader for announcement of 
Federal funding support. 

 Interviewed by Bankstown Torch for announcement 
of Federal funding support. 

 Interviewed by Bankstown Torch for release of new 
film on autism. 

 MacArthur Advertiser article on launch of new support 
group in Camden 

 

RADIO 

 2NBC (St. George) 

 2SSR (Sutherland) 

 

OTHER 

 Bankstown Sports featured article on ACN support 
group in their newsletter 

 Westfield Hurstville featured Local Hero award recipi-
ent Steve on screens throughout cinema as well as 
electronic boards around shopping Centre.  
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CONNECTING WITH  

OUR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 

As the ACN is now present in many regions 
across Sydney, we decided this year that it 
was important for us to introduce the support 
network to all our Members of Parliament in 
those regions. 

We had the pleasure as a result to meet this 
year with the following MPs. 

STATE 

• Minister for Disabilities Mr Ray Williams 

• Shadow Minister for Disabilities Sophie 
Cotsis 

• Member for Lakemba Jihad Dib 

• Member for Oatley Mark Coure 

• Member for Epping Damien Tudehope  

• Member for Summer Hill Jo Haylen 

FEDERAL 

• Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 

• Minister (Disabilities) Dan Tehan 

• Minister (Disabilities) Paul Fletcher 

• Member for Banks David Coleman 

 

Since our inception, Mark Coure and David 
Coleman have been great champions for our 
community, supporting the ACN in numerous 
ways. Thanks to these two gentlemen, we 
have accessed funding, met with Ministers 
who have helped us and advocated for peo-
ple in our community. We remain grateful to 
them, and to all the other Members of Parlia-
ment who have been gracious with their time 
and energy. 

 

 

 

 

MINISTER WILLIAMS PROVIDES  
VALUABLE SUPPORT TO ACN 

 
As we frequently say, we are grateful to enjoy a very real 
relationship with Member for Oatley Mark Coure. He has 
time and time again over the years open doors and cre-
ated opportunities for ACN to benefit for its work in the 
community.  
 
Thanks to Mark, we were introduced to John Ajaka when 
he was the Minister for Disabilities, and we had a great 
supporter in him. When Ray Williams became the Minis-
ter, Mark immediately arranged a meeting with him. Both 
Ministers decent men who have appreciated the im-
portance of the work we do for the community. 
 
In September, Mark advised us that Minister Williams 
was granting us $10,000 to assist ACN with the signifi-
cant costs involved in me travelling all over Sydney and 
beyond to build our support groups and relationships 
with local organisations. 
 
We were honoured to have the Minister visit our office 
and personally acknowledge the ACN and the many vol-
unteers it takes to run it.  
 
We couldn't do as much as we do without the support of 
good people in both State and Federal Parliament and 
we are grateful for all the help we receive.   
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VOLUNTEERS: THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESS 
 
ACN relies on volunteers to function. 

Our model is simple. If we are to provide our support services in any area at no cost, we need an unpaid 

volunteer to step up in their local community. Equally, others get involved across the network to help us 

with administration and research and various other needs. 

In 2018, are team has continued to grow, with volunteers across more new areas as well as some new 

staff in the growing office.  

We want to express our sincere appreciation to all the volunteers without whom the ACN could not exist.   

 

Andrew  
Wollongong 

Belinda  
Western Sydney 

Bianca 
Sutherland 

Belinda  
Sutherland 

Briana 
Blacktown 

Binh 
Blacktown 

Cathy 
Parramatta 

Caroline 
Hornsby 

Claudia  
Wollongong 

Elizabeth 
Admin Support 

Emi 
Georges River 

Farah  
Hills District 

Geoff 
Sutherland 

Jamie 
Social Media  

Jean 
Bankstown 

Jessica 
Lake MacQuarie 

Kay 
Admin Support 

Liz 
St.George, Sydney 

Lucy 
Cumberland 

Karen 
Admin Support 
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Michelle 
Hornsby 

Nicole 
Northern Beaches 

Peta 
Hawkesbury 

Rachel 
Hornsby 

Rachael 
Camden  

Rhys 
St.George 

Ricardo 
Ryde 

Marie  
Canterbury 

Sherry 
Georges River 

Veronica 
Inner west 

Tina  
Ryde 

Shelley 
Lake MacQuarie 

Rosaria 
Georges River 

Warren Thompson 
St.George 

Lyn 
Admin Support 

In addition, so many more other good people have volunteered at different stages during the year with 

admin or events.  

Ariadne Gigis, Claire Jones, Iris Schomacker, Jane Theodoridis, Kelly Ireland, Chris Doherty, Mark 

Agius, Niv Sharon, Vera Urosovic and many others during our fundraising BBQs. 

Thank you most sincerely to you all.  

Richard 
Fundraising 

Warren 
Bayside 

Teresa 
Research 

Ula 
Admin 
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BANKSTOWN SUPPORT GROUP 

Third Tuesday 10.00 am to Noon 

 

BLACKTOWN SUPPORT GROUP  

First Wednesday 10 am to Noon 

  

BLACKTOWN FATHERS  EVENING 

Three times a year 

  

BROOKVALE SUPPORT GROUP 

Third Thursday 7.30 to 9.30 pm 

  

CAMDEN SUPPORT GROUP  

First Sunday 10 am to noon 

 

CARINGBAH SUPPORT GROUP  

Third Tuesday 7.30 to 9.30 pm 

 

CASTLE HILL SUPPORT GROUP  

Third Friday 10am to noon 

  

CUMBERLAND ACTIVE KIDS CLUB 

Alternate Third Sunday 10 am 

 

DEE WHY YOUTH CLUB 

1st and 3rd Fridays 4.30 - 6.00 pm 

 

HORNSBY SUPPORT GROUP - Day 

Fourth Thursday 10 am to noon 

  

HORNSBY SUPPORT GROUP - Evening 

First Tuesday 7.30 to 9.30 pm 

  

HURSTVILLE KIDS FITNESS CLUB 

Weekly Wedn 4.15 to 5.15 pm 

 

HURSTVILLE SUPPORT GROUP 

Third Thursday 7.30-9.30 pm 

  

ILLAWONG YOUTH CLUB 

2nd and 4th Friday 4.30 to 6.00pm 

 

KINGSGROVE KIDS DIY CLUB 

1st Tuesday 4.30 to 6.00 pm  

 

LAKE MacQUARIE SUPPORT GROUP 

Last Saturday 11.30am to 1.30pm 

 

MIRANDA KIDS CLUB 

First Monday 4.00 to 5.30 pm 

MENAI KIDS CLUB 

First and Third Wedn 4.00 to 5.30  

 

OATLEY COOKING UP LIFE SKILLS  

1st and 3rd Saturday 4.00 to 6.00 pm 

  

PARRAMATTA AUTISM KIDS ART GROUP 

First Thursday 2.00 - 4.00 pm 

  

PARRAMATTA KIDS COOKING CLUB 

2nd and 4th Saturday each month 2 to 4 pm 

 

PETERSHAM SUPPORT GROUP 

Third Friday 10.00 am to Noon 

  

RAMSGATE SUPPORT GROUP 

Fourth Tuesday 10am to noon 

 

RAMSGATE INDEPENDENT AUTISM ADULTS SOCIAL 

First Tuesday 5.30 to 7.30 pm 

 

RAMSGATE CARERS LAWN BOWLS 

Second Thursday 10am to noon 

 

RICHMOND SUPPORT GROUP 

Second Wednesday 10am to noon 

  

RYDE SUPPORT GROUP 

Second Thursday 7.30 -9.30 pm   

  

RIVERWOOD INDEPENDENT AUTISM ADULTS 

SOCIAL 

First Tuesday 5.30 to 7.30 pm 

 

SYLVANIA TEN PIN BOWLING SOCIAL  

4th Sunday 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

  

SYDNEY SOCIAL DAY 

Second Sunday 10 am – 2 pm 

  

WENTWORTHVILLE SUPPORT GROUP 

Second Thursday 10 am – Noon 

 

WINDSOR KIDS CLUB 

First Friday 4.30 - 6.00 PM 

 

WOLLONGONG SUPPORT GROUP 

Last Thursday 10 am – Noon 

 

WE'RE ACTIVE ACROSS 17 LGAs:   BAYSIDE   |   BLACKTOWN   |   CAMDEN   |   CANTERBURY-
BANKSTOWN   |   CUMBERLAND   |   GEORGES RIVER   |   HAWKESBURY   |   HILLS 
SHIRE   |   HORNSBY   |   INNER WEST   |   LAKE MACQUARRIE  |  NORTHERN BEACH-
ES   |   PARRAMATTA   |   RYDE   |   SUTHERLAND SHIRE   |   SYDNEY CITY  |   WOLLONGONG   |  
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FUNDING TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS 

This year we submitted applications to Carers NSW, two pools of funding approved. One for $2,000 to use 
for training, the other was $700 x 21 groups, total $14,700 
City of Sydney Council have approved the Sydney Social grant application 
 
This year we submitted 43 grant applications, and with 41 determined, we have been successful for 21 of 
them. The successful grants, listed below, will help us achieve a great deal for the community. 

SOURCE PURPOSE FUNDED BY AMOUNT 
BAYSIDE Bayside SG D.I.D. GRANT $2,400 
  Bayside Adults Social  D.I.D. GRANT $1,500 
  Carers Lawn Bowls RAMSGATE RSL $3,460 
BANKSTOWN School Holiday Socials CLUB CONDELL PARK $1,400 
  Bully Proof Kids CHESTER HILL RSL $4,400 
BLACKTOWN School Holiday Socials WORKERS CLUB $1,040 
CUMBERLAND Lidcombe Kids Bowling DOOLEYS CLUB $1,560 
  Rosehill laser Tag DOOLEYS CLUB $2,500 
  School Holiday Socials GUILDFORD LEAGUES $1,040 
GEORGES RIVER School Holiday Socials PENSHURST RSL $1,400 
  Cooking More Life Skills CLUB RIVERS $7,500 
  Richmond SG ABILITY LINKS $1,100 
HORNSBY Hornsby Kids Bowling Magpies Waitara Club $3,025 
  School Holiday Socials Blacktown Workers Club $1,400 
INNER WEST Marrickville Music Therapy Petersham RSL $10,600 
  School Holiday Socials Wests Ashfield $1,040 
NORTHERN BEACHES Dee Why Youth Club Lions Clubs Manly, Balgowlah, 

Frenchs Forest 
$3,600 

PARRAMATTA Cooking Up Life Skills Parramatta Parramatta Council $7,000 
SUTHERLAND School Holiday Socials Engadine Bowling Club $1,400 
  Menai Autism Kids Club Club Central Menai $5,200 
SYDNEY Sydney Social family days City of Sydney $3,300 

FUNDRAISING  

The Autism Community Network does not receive any recurrent 

funding and relies on grants, fundraising and philanthropy to 

continue doing what we do. The following are some of the ef-

forts we’ve made to bring in funds. 

Charity Dinner:   
Charity Dinner held on 6 October by Lions Club of Blacktown 
Ponds raised  $15,000 for ACN. Our sincere thanks to the club 
and Rissa McInnes who led the project. 
 
Bunnings BBQs:  
From activities running these fundraisers ACN raised over 
$5000  
 

Positive Partnerships:  
The ACN was appointed to the role of Key Local Contact for two 
Positive Partnerships workshops in 2018. This  involved helping 
the local community establish more support in the region and 
generated $5000 in extra income for ACN.  
 
Autism Month Morning Tea:  
Jane Theo once again held fundraising morning tea at her workplace for ACN, raising over $500. 
 
Entertainment book :  
Promoted sale of the Entertainment book as a fundraiser for ACN.  
 
Grill’d Miranda  
We received in May a donation of $300 from Grill’d restaurant in Miranda as the preferred charity by their 
patrons during June 
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DEC’17 OCT’18 

GROWTH BY LGA (HOUSEHOLDS) 

LGA  LGA  

Ashfield  14 Maitland  1 

Auburn   15 Manly  14 

Bankstown  56 Marrickville  16 
Blacktown  68 Moree Plains  1 

Blue Mountains  8 Mosman  4 

Botany Bay  10 Newcastle  1 

Burwood  5 North Sydney  4 

Camden  5 Muswellbrook  1 

Campbelltown  14 Parramatta  31 

Canada Bay  11 Penrith  20 

Canterbury  71 Pittwater  18 

Fairfield  11 Randwick  21 

Gosford  5 Rockdale  46 

Greater Taree  1 Ryde  34 

Hawkesbury  10 Shellharbour  3 

Holroyd  15 Shoalhaven  1 

Hornsby  64 Strathfield  8 

Hunters Hill  1 Sutherland  167 

Hurstville  88 Sydney  16 

Jerilderie  1 The Hills Shire  61 

Kogarah  18 Warringah  67 

Ku-ring-gai  30 Waverly  3 

Lake Macquarie  3 Willoughby  12 

Lane Cove  7 Wingecarribee  3 

Leichhardt  12 Wollondily  3 

Lithgow  1 Wollongong  20 

Liverpool  30 Woollahra  6 

    Wyong  5 

FAMILIES BY REGION 

Membership Geography 

REGION   

Central Coast  10 
Hunter 7  
Illawarra Shoalhaven 27  
Murrumbidgee  1 
Nepean Blue Mountains  17 

Northern Sydney  315 

South East Sydney  358 

South Western Sydney  118 

Sydney  152 

Western Sydney  149 

As at 12 November 2018, ACN membership stood at 1,429 (Households) families.  
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A Community of Support in Pictures 

A Community of Support in Pictures 
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THE COMMUNITY HAS NOTICED US AND  

OUR TEAM’S EFFORTS RECOGNISED 

 

2018: St.George Volunteer ACN volunteer Teresa Sakaluk 
2018: St.George Volunteer ACN volunteer Richard Goodfellow 
2018: St.George Community Group ACN 
2018: ACN awarded Sydney Health Community Inclusion Award 
2018: Lions Club of Ku-ring-gai Community Service Award - Ser-
vices to the Disabled to Steve Drakoulis 
2018: ACN Finalist in 2018 Sutherland Shire Local Business 
Awards 
2018: Westfield Hurstville Local Hero award recipient Steve 

Drakoulis 

2018: ACN Volunteer Liz Diab awarded International Association of Lions 
Clubs Medal of Merit 
2018: Hume Volunteer award Nominee ACN Volunteer Bianca Wong 
2018: Banks Volunteer award ACN President Terry Lynch  

************************************************************************* 

2017: ACN received a St. George Community award 

2017: ACN Treasurer Sharon Fraser received a St. George Community 
award 

2017: ACN Volunteer Liz Diab won the Sydney South Adult Vol-
unteer of the Year Award   

2017: ACN Youth Club facilitator Geoff Marks received the 
Georges River Lioness Club Caring Award  

2017: ACN Volunteer Richard Goodfellow recognised with a 
Banks Volunteer award  

************************************************************************* 

2016: Ryde Council Volunteer of the Year Nomination ACN Vol-
unteer Andrea Lee 

2016: Ryde Council Citizen of the Year Nomination ACN Volun-
teer Andrea Lee  

2016: ACN Vice President Jane Tzakos received St. George Community Volunteer Award 

2016: ACN Board Member and volunteer Terry Lynch recognized at the Banks Community Awards 

2016: ACN Treasurer Magdalena Oszywa received St. George Community Volunteer Award 

************************************************************************* 

2015: ACN President Warren Thompson received Banks Volunteer of the Year Award 

2015: ACN Director Terry Lynch received St. George Community Volunteer Award 

2015: ACN Founder Steve Drakoulis nominated for Pride of Australia Award  

2015: ACN Founder Steve Drakoulis nominated for ASPECT Volunteer Award  
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ACN PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS 
 

2018 has seen us continue to develop strong relationships with other community groups. Whether they 

provided grants, donations, venue support or helped us in oter ways, we are grateful to all our partners 

in helping us bring support to so many people 

http://3bridges.org.au/
http://bluefit.com.au/
http://www.bunnings.com.au/
http://www.clubrivers.com.au/
http://www.funtime4kidz.com.au/
http://www.lukepriddisfoundation.com/
http://manlyleagues.com.au/
http://www.popgraphics.com.au/
http://unitedtaekwondo.com.au/
http://www.zakumi.com.au/
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ACN PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS 
 

2018 has seen us continue to develop strong relationships with other community groups. Whether they 

provided grants, donations, venue support or helped us in oter ways, we are grateful to all our partners 

in helping us bring support to so many people 

ACN PARTNERS - LIONS CLUBS  
 

We are proud of our relationship with Lions Clubs, and have been able to achieve so much 
for many local communities thanks to the support we receive from these wonderful people. 

Below are the clubs we have partnerships with, whose financial support has enabled us to introduce pro-
grams for children or families. There are many more of course, who donate from time to time, or support 
us through their efforts in other ways. 

Lions Club of: 

Blacktown City   |   Blacktown Ponds   |   Frenchs Forest   |   Hornsby       |   Kings Langley 

Ku-ring-gai          |   Lugarno                  |   Manly                   |   Parramatta   |   Richmond 

http://3bridges.org.au/
http://bluefit.com.au/
http://www.bunnings.com.au/
http://www.clubrivers.com.au/
http://www.funtime4kidz.com.au/
http://www.lukepriddisfoundation.com/
http://manlyleagues.com.au/
http://www.popgraphics.com.au/
http://unitedtaekwondo.com.au/
http://www.zakumi.com.au/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.php
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Autism affects more than 1 in 100 children born today. This rate is growing. The 

impact this can have on our community in the future is immense. 

Many families experience isolation and yearn for opportunities to connect with 

others in their community for mutual support and understanding 

P
ar

ti
ci

p
an

ts
 We support families across all of Sydney metropolitan area and parts of NSW.  

These include parents and carers, children, teens, siblings, and adult individuals 
on the autism spectrum. 

As at August 2018, we have over 1,350 families registered, comprising of more 
than 3,200 individuals. 

A
cti

vi
ti

es
 

ACN provides :  

Information and support for individuals with autism, their carers and their fami-
lies.  

Support groups in LGAs Bankstown, Bayside, Blacktown, Camden, Cumberland, 
George River, Hawkesbury, Hornsby, Hunter, Inner West, Ku-ring-gai,  Parra-
matta, Ryde, Sutherland Shire, City of Sydney, The Hills, Warringah, and Wollon-
gong 

Connect people through Secret Status Facebook pages to communicate with 
the network, on a local area level, or within ‘Common Ground’ groups  

O
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In 2018, 38 Members provided 7,140 hours of voluntary contribution valued at 
over $98,00. 

Recognising the value of the ACN, the Federal government has committed 
funding over the next three years to enable the organisation to continue to 
meet the growing needs of the community throughout NSW.  

We have introduced support groups in 4 new regional areas, thanks to more 
carers getting involved as volunteers. These include Lake MacQuarrie, Wollon-
gong, Camden, and Goulburn scheduled by the end of 2018. 

Im
p

ac
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The many individuals and families who rely on this network have found a place 
for support, to build confidence, develop friendships, and see their children 
benefit from our programs. 

We’ve built capacity across communities, developed relationships with other 
support organisations, and provided access to information for many who previ-
ously struggled to cope. 

We’ve given access to appropriate services for early intervention and at key 
transition times throughout life.  

SOCIAL IMPACT STRATEGY 

The Autism Community Network (ACN) exists to support people with autism, their fami-

lies and communities across NSW to improve their health and social wellbeing  


